
Contact Information: 
 
Shellfish Hotline 
Local: (631) 324-6393 
DEC:  (631) 444-0480 

 
East Hampton Town Trustees  
P.O. Box 7073 
Amagansett N.Y. 11930 
Phone: (631) 267-8688     
 

East Hampton Town Clerk 
159 Pantigo Rd. 
East Hampton N.Y. 11937 
Phone: (631) 324-4142 
 
East Hampton Harbormasters 
Phone: (631) 537-6863    

East Hampton Town Natural  
Resources Dept. 
300 Pantigo Place, suite 107 
East Hampton N.Y. 11937 
Phone#  (631) 324-0496 

Winners of last years 2018 largest clam contest 
 

Overall Winner: Napeague Harbor   
Edward Hoff Jr. ð 2lbs. 4.8oz. 

 
Three Mile Hbr: CLINT BENNETT 1lb. 8.0oz. 
Accabonac Hbr: WILLIAM SOLIMENO 1lb. 7.0oz. 
Lake Montauk: CLINT BENNETT 1bs. 6.4oz. 
 
Juniors 
Three Mile Hbr: ELLIS RATTRAY 1lb 4.3oz 
Napeague Hbr: HAILEY LAGARENNE  1lb. 10oz. 
Lake Montauk: TYLER PERSAN  10.7oz. 
Accabonac Hbr: PATRICK OôDONNELL 6.0oz. 
 

Clam Chowder Contest Winners: 
Red ð SPENCER GUPTILL 

 

28th Annual Largest Clam Contest 
tentatively scheduled 
for September 2019 

Beginning at noon at the Trusteeôs Office on the  
corner of Bluff Road and Atlantic Avenue in  

Amagansett. 
*SPECIAL EVENTS* 

CLAM CHOWDER CONTEST 

 
East Hampton Town 
Shellfish Hatchery 
Phone: (631) 668-4601 

 

East Hampton Town 
Shellfish Ordinance 

2019 



This Booklet Contains: 
 
¶ A message from the East Hampton Town Trustees 
 
¶ The East Hampton Town Code chapter governing shellfish 
 
¶ Maps of open and closed shellfishing waters within the  
     harbors of the Town of East Hampton, and information  
     associated with them 
 
¶ A shellfish gauge diagram 
   
¶ Local marine flora and fauna images and identification 

¶ Target Harvest Species 
¶ Additional Species 
¶ Shellfish Predators 

 
¶ Contact information 

East Hampton Town  
Trustees 

Francis Bock, Clerk 
Bill Taylor, Deputy Clerk 
Rick Drew, Deputy Clerk 
Dell Cullum 
Brian Byrnes 
Jim Grimes 
Susan McGraw-Keber 
Susan Vorpahl 
John Aldred 
 
Secretaries 

Lori Miller-Carr 
Arlene Tesar 

East Hampton Town  
Board 

Town Supervisor 
Peter Van Scoyoc 
 
 
Councilpersons 

Sylvia Overby 
Kathee Burke-Gonzalez 
Jeffrey Bragman 
David Lys 

 

Prepared by the East Hampton Town Shellfish Hatchery in cooperation with the 
East Hampton Town Trustees for the New York State Dept. of State with funds 
provided under Title 11 of the Environmental Protection Fund. Original research, 
design and production by Bob Masin. Research and support by Bill Taylor. Rev. 
by Mark Abramson 2006-2016. Rev. by Kate Rossi-Snook 2017. 

East Hampton Town  
Shellfish Hatchery 

Director 

John ñBarleyò Dunne 
 
Bay Management Specialist 

Adam Younes 
 
Environmental Aide 

Ashley Oliver 
 

Notes 



Shellfish Predator Identification 
(Not to scale) 

LEFT: Channeled Whelk, Conch 
(Busycon canalculatum) 

Atlantic Oyster Drill 
(Urosalpinx cinerea) 

Asian Shore Crab  
(Hemigrapsus sanguineus) 

Common Sea Star 
(Asterias forbesi) 

Green Crab 
(Carcinus maenas) 

RIGHT: Knobbed Whelk, Conch 
(Busycon carica) 

Lady Crab 
(Ovalipes ocellatus) 

Blue Claw Crab  
(Callinectes sapidus)  

 
see Target Harvest Species 
Identification on previous page 

A message  from the East Hampton Town Trustees 
 
 

 
 ñIn the early times the Indians lived in what is now 
known as the Town of East Hampton. They depended on both the 
sea and the land for their food supply. When the early settlers 
arrived, the Indians taught them how to survive on both the sea 
and the land. A basic food was the shellfish in our local waters ï 
clams, mussels, steamers, oysters and scallops. Our means of 
harvesting are still the same today as in the early days. The 
Trusteesô mandate is to ensure that the shellfish in our Town  
waters will always be available to harvest by the public. 
 

Jim McCaffrey, Trustee 1991-2005 
 
 
 
 This guide is dedicated to the memory of the late James 
McCaffrey who was a Town Trustee for more than 14 years, the 
eternal steward of Georgica Pond, a friend to local fishermen, a 
student of the workings of harbors and bays, and a knower of all 
things shellfish. He is sorely missed. 
 
  
 
  
 
 
This pamphlet contains the rules and regulations adopted by East Hampton Town and 
the Town Trusteeôs for local  waters. All shellfishers should be aware there may be 
additional rules and regulations of other agencies. For example, New York State De-
partment of Environmental Conservation (DEC) requires scallops to measure two and 
one quarter inches and show an annual growth ring. In addition they require one to 
obtain a separate license for the collection of lobsters. Shellfishers should contact the 
NYS DEC (631-444-0475) for further information.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Ä 213-1. Title 
 

 This chapter of the East Hampton Town Code shall be known and may 
be cited as the "Town of East Hampton Shellfish Law." 
 
Ä 213-1.5.  Legislative intent 
 
A.   The title to and right to manage the taking of shellfish in town waters in  
       Montauk, including but not limited to Lake Montauk, is vested in the Town       
       of East Hampton and the Town Board; the title to and right to manage the 
       taking of shellfish in all other town waters is vested in the Trustees. 
 

[HISTORY: Adopted by the Town Board of the Town of East Hampton 
5-20-1994 by L.L. No. 4-1994. Amendments noted where applicable.] 

Shellfish 
Chapter  213 
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A note on notata* vs white clams 
 
The technical name for the native Hard Clam is Mercenaria 
mercenaria.  The ñred clamsò you see while clamming on our 
seed grounds are a natural variety of the Hard Clam, Mercenaria 
mercenaria notata.  The red marking is created by a recessive 
gene, similar to blue-eyed humans or albinos.  The Shellfish 
Hatchery selects and spawns these ñred clamsò in order to retain 
the natural marking in the offspring that are reared, allowing 
better assessment of the success of seedings.  These clams also 
grow faster than the pure white ones which means they can 
reach a larger size within one season; the larger the shellfish are 
when they are seeded, the more likely they are to survive.   
 
So have no fear, there is nothing unnatural about the red clams!  

Keep on digging!  

Additional Species Identification 
    (Not to scale) 

Horseshoe Crab 
(Limulus polyphemus) 

Eelgrass 
(Zostra marina) 



Target Harvest Species Identification 
    (Not to scale) 

Hard Clam, Quahog 
(Mercenaria mercenaria, notata*) 

 Bay Scallop, Escallop 
(Argopecten irradians irradians) 

Soft Clam, Softshell, Steamer  
(Mya arenaria) 

Oyster 
(Crassostrea virginica) 

Lobster 
  (Homarus americanus) 

Blue Claw Crab 
(Callinectes sapidus) 

Blue Mussel 
(Mytilus edulis) 

Razor Clam 
(Ensis directus) 

B.   The purpose of this chapter is to set forth the rights and responsibilities of  
        the Town Board in managing the taking of shellfish in town waters in  
        Montauk, including but not limited to Lake Montauk, and the rights and  
        responsibilities of the Trustees in managing the taking of shellfish from  
        all other town waters. 
 
C. The Trustees and the Town Board have agreed upon the adoption of the  
        following law in an effort to provide uniform regulations for all such areas  
        within the township. 
 
D. Nothing in this local law shall preclude the Town Board and the Town 
        Trustees from working together on a town-wide shellfish management plan. 
 
Ä 213-2. Purposes 
 
 This chapter is adopted for the purpose of regulating and controlling the 
taking of shellfish and shellfish predators from the waters and lands under waters 
in the Town of East Hampton in order to ensure the propagation of shellfish, to 
protect the public health and welfare, to promote the economic well-being of 
those who rely upon town waters for their livelihoods and to provide food and 
recreation for the residents of East Hampton. 
 
Ä 213-3. Authority 
 
  This chapter is adopted as a local law pursuant to the authority of Arti-
cle IX of the New York State Constitution; Ä 10 of the New York Statute of  
Local Governments; and Article 2, Ä 10, of the New York Municipal Home Rule 
Law. 
 
Ä 213-4. Applicability  
 
 The Trustees and the Town Board each have ownership of and/or au-
thority over certain waters and lands under water within the boundaries of the 
Town of East Hampton. The provisions of this local law shall apply to all town 
waters, as hereinafter defined. 
 
Ä 213-5. Definitions 
 
 For the purpose of this local law, the following terms shall have the 
meanings indicated: 
 
BEAM TRAWL -- A trawl with netting spread by a spar or beam. 
 
BLUE CLAW CRABS -- Callinectes sapidus. 
 
BUSHEL -- That amount of unopened shellfish which will fill a bag, with string 
drawn, said bag to be a standard size bushel bag to be sold by the East Hampton 
Town Trustees and stamped with the wording "East Hampton Town Trustees" on 
the bag or fill to the level top of such other container as the Trustees may desig-
nate, by resolution duly adopted and posted with the Town Clerk, as part of a 
special shellfishing zone or season. Where the limit on shellfish taken is a 
"bushel" or more pursuant to this chapter, all permittees must use the standard 
size bushel bag or container to contain such shellfish as are in his or her posses-
sion. Failure to do so shall constitute a violation of this law. 


